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ABSTRACTS

ence of the institutions of a planned, state-owned economy means that Chinese entrepreneurs attach
greater im portance than their North American counterparts to national interests, pay more attention to
the views and regulations of the relevant authorities, and are therefore subject to more restraints.
However, since the outcome of negotiations has less direct bearing on their personal interests Chinese
entrepreneurs show less urgency and initiative. The investigation also demonstrated that in human re-
lationships, the Chinese substitute an aw areness of interests and legal know ledge for traditional ideas,

and are more inclined to settle disputes by legal means and through official channels.
(8) The Social Capital of Enterprises and Its Efficiency Bian Yanjie Qiu Haixiong °87°

The authors argue that the ability of an economic enterprise to gain access to scarce resources
through its hierarchical, horizontal, and social connections constitutes its social capital. The authors
suggest that an enterprise’s social capital is determined by the economic structure and the en-
trepreneurs’ initiatives, and that social capital improves an enterprise’ s capacity to develop its business
and thus enhances its economic efficiency . These hy potheses are supported by a 1998 survey of 188 en-
terprises in Guangzhou. Based on the data obtained from this survey, the authors discuss the measure-
ment of the social capital of enterprises in contemporary China, provide a theoretical explanation, and
a statistical demonstration of the variations in social capital, the relationship between social capital and
enterprise networks, the relationship between social capital and corruption, and the practical signifi-

cance of research on enterprises’ social capital.
(9) Problems Related to the Legitimization of Associations in China Gao Bingzhong °100°

Associations have developed greatly in China over the past twenty years and have demonstrated a
complex relationship to social order. Based on the legitimacy theory of M ax Weber, Jirgen Habermas
and others, a conceptual framew ork composed of social legitimacy, political legitimacy, administrative
legitimacy, and legal legitimacy is constructed to explain the fact that the establishments and activities
of many associations are illegal, but they have nevertheless managed to find some form of “normal” ex-
istence. Finally the article explores problems related to the full legitimacy demanded of associations by
state regulations, which establishes legal legitimacy as the core for integrating the other three ty pes of

legitimacy.
(10) Coercive Execution and Persuasion and Education Wang Yaxin °110°

On the basis of the principle of persuasion and education in civil cases, the author investigates the
place and role of the system of coercive execution in the current stage of social and legal development.
After examining the meaning of the principle of persuasion and education, analyzing its internal ju-
risprudential contradictions and making a comparative and historical investigation, the author points
out that the principle of persuasion and education enlarges the capacity of enforcement procedures, and
helps keep the enforcement system going when market order is still incomplete, there is rampant local
protectionism, and an insufficient number of other systems to deal with these problems. However,
this principle also distorts the enforcement system and reproduces underlying contradictions in China’ s
legal construction. The paper also explores this point of view in connection with “separation of trial
from enforcement” and the “difficulties of enforcement.”
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