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Folk Rituals and State Presence

GA O Bing-zhong
(Institute of Sociology and Anthropology, Peking University, Beijing, 100871, China)

Abstract: China, as a post-totalitarianist state at present, experiences the revival of folk rituals.
The folk rituals, however, will experience an easier development when their agents can skillfully
utilize symbols of the state. The state includes folk rituals into its domestic affairs and its people
into state activities. The relation between state and society through folk rituals therefore, may
be regarded as a maneuver of new administration, which will build up a relationship of “gover-
nance” between the state and society.
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