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The Three Periods in the Development of Ethnography

—Translators Preface to Writing Culture

GAO Bing—zhong
(Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The Chinese version of Writing Culture, which has had far—
reaching influence over the past two decades, is to be published. The translator
tries to summarize the development of ethnography in the three periods so as to
help readers understand the academic status of this book in the evolution process
from amateur ethnography to scientific ethnography and to rethinking ethnogra-
phy. This paper also introduces the compiling process of this book from an aca-
demic seminar to a finished colloquia, and specially recommends Robert Thornton
's paper Classification as Rhetorical Trope in Ethnographic Writing that is
missed in the colloquia.
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