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The Emerging Social Sector and its Autonomy in China

. 1 . . 2
Gao Bingzhong  Xia Xunxiang
(1. Department of Sociology Peking University Betjing 100871  China; 2. School of Sociology
and Anthropology Sun Yat-Sen University Guangzhou 510275 China)

Abstract: Since the launch of the reform and open-policy in the late 1970” s “society ” has grown up from
the totality of the state and Chinese social sciences have accordingly developed the academic ability to
interpret and present the new reality of Chinese society and have closely followed the development of Chinese
“society” by using qualitative and quantitative methods. This paper adopts the three—sector theory of politics
economy and society to examine the growth of Chinese society holistically. Based on such factors of social
autonomy as social values freedom of association and the emergence of associational cooperation and also on
the mechanism of social mobilization and social identity presented by social events we conclude that an
autonomous social sector can be identified in China.

Key words: social sector social organization social differentiation social autonomy
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