


Subsection II addresses further the dynamics existing within

stepfamily households. In this regard, the multiple and ubiqui-

tous aspects of social interactions in stepfamilies are described

and emphasized. Stepfamily dynamics include, but are not

necessarily limited to interpartner relationships, parent–child

interactions, sibling relationships, as well as their respective

interactions. Applying a qualitative approach to collect data

in the United Kingdom, Robertson, in chapter 6, presents the

diversity of stepfathers’ experiences that have been seriously

neglected in extant literature. Building on this notion, but

switching the gender, Smith, in chapter 7, signifies the frequent

and often pivotal mediation role of stepmothers between their

partners and children. It is apparent that stepmothers, as

women, are also a potential vulnerable population in such fam-

ilies in terms of their own previously failed relationships, child

rearing practices, and mental health problems. Sibling relation-

ships are reviewed in chapter 8 by Baham, Weimer, Braver,

and Fabricius, who propose a conceptual model to examine the

quality of this type of relationship in blended families. In chap-

ter 9 by Cartwright and also chapter 11 by Shelton, Walters,

and Gordon, the impact of parenting styles and interparental

relationships on child well-being are stressed. These authors

(in these two related chapters) reveal how children’s experi-

ences of parental conflicts and the reorganization of family

structures affect their psychological adaptation in both their

first families and then their respective stepfamilies. Chapter

10 by Eeden-Moorefield and Pasley and chapter 12 by

Snoeckx, Dehertogh, and Mortelmans highlight the issues of

interpartner marital stability and gender labor division. Finally,

in chapter 13, the conclusion of this subsection, Afifi states the

importance of considering the stepfamily as a social unit for

purpose of analysis and emphasizes the multifaceted and inti-

mate nature of stepfamily relationships.

Subsection III focuses on the important efforts that have been

made to understand relationship dynamics beyond the walls of

stepfamily households. In chapter 14, the authors tend to position

and consider stepfamilies within rather flexible social networks.

As such, the relationship meanings and boundary issues of stepfa-

milies are defined by these multiple membership ties, instead of

by single households. Nonresident parents are the focus of atten-

tion in chapters 15 and 16. Pryor in chapter 15 investigates the

contact and involvement of nonresident parents in stepfamilies,

especially their roles and influences on the lives of their children.

Subsequently, in chapter 16, Coleman, Troilo, and Jamison

explore the diversity of stepmother familial roles, including their

different experiences as residential and nonresidential mothers in

stepfamily households. Moreover, relationships between step-

grandparents and stepchildren are scrutinized more extensively

in chapter 17. The examination of the influences and relationships

beyond their actual households brings readers to a broader but

more relevant understanding of the immediate environment of

stepfamilies.

The final subsection IV addresses both clinical and legal

issues for stepfamilies all over the world. The three chapters

in this subsection focus attention to tried and true clinical

intervention models targeting successful stepfamily therapy.

Papernow, in chapter 18, describes unique challenges implicit

in the stepfamily architecture. The author highlights the devel-

opmental life cycle of stepfamilies and presents helpful tech-

niques to facilitate the navigation of unique stepfamily

problems. Chapter 19 by Whitton, Nicholson, and Markman

presents well-designed evaluations of relevant programs in the

stepfamily field of study. Chapter 20 then examines more

empirical evidence about clinical and preventive interventions

for stepfamilies. The institutional environment of stepfamilies,

particularly legal systems, is stressed both in chapter 21 by

Atkin and chapter 22 by Malia. In these two chapters, the com-

plexities, nuances, paradoxes, limitations, and difficulties of

laws related to stepfamilies are highlighted appropriately in

both New Zealand and the United States. Although these two

countries are indeed vastly different, the ‘‘wraparound’’ legal

issues frame the realities of not only how we have come to view

stepfamilies but also how we have come to work with them.

Stylistically, this book is well organized and covers most of

the important aspects of stepfamilies ranging from individual

and dyad relationships, to family dynamics within and beyond

stepfamily household, and the much broader policy context. It

reads as an invaluable research handbook or comprehensive

source book. The editor collected and edited chapters from dif-

ferent theoretical and methodological aspects, which provides

readers with various insightful observations, quantitative and

qualitative data, as well as comparative analyses on the world-

wide stepfamily phenomenon. Finally, the book, laced with dis-

cussions of conceptual frameworks, practice suggestions, and

clinical models, provides a practical and useful guide for help-

ing practitioners in assessing and treating such stepfamilies.

However, a few weaknesses of this book should be men-

tioned. First, although the title of the book connotes that it is

an ‘‘international handbook of stepfamilies,’’ except for one

Japanese study, most of the demographic data and discussions

in this book derive from the Western context, especially the

United States. More diverse and culturally related studies on

stepfamily life are needed in the future edition. For example,

the inclusion of an additional chapter or two from the Eastern

hemisphere about the reconfiguration of families and espe-

cially stepfamilies after the devastating earthquakes in China

and tsunami in Indonesia would add breadth to the book’s glo-

bal perspective. Second, inconsistent definitions of the term

stepfamily were noted in the book. Although it may be benefi-

cial to tolerate a fluid definition for stepfamily research, as

noted by Pryor in the final chapter, the various and inconsistent

definitions may lead to some confusion of terminology, which

then may hinder the development of research and practice.

In sum, this handbook would be of benefit to a variety of

family researchers, clinicians, and social scientists. It has par-

ticular relevance for those involved with family social work

education, training, and practice. For social work students, this

book is a necessary reference to relevant family work courses

as it provides theoretical frameworks and practice scenarios

on different aspects of stepfamily issues. It will aid students
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