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From Family Compensation to Social Care: The Transition and

Development of Child Welfare Policy in China
DENG Suo

Abstract: Various child welfare issues in China reflect a care crisis or care deficit during the country’s economic
and social transition. These issues result from the transformation of childcare regime, including the dissolution
of collective care model, weakening childcare community as well as privatization of childcare relation structure.
By focusing on the family compensation,the current child welfare policies are not able to respond negative
effects of childcare regime transition. It is imperative to reconstruct a social care based child welfare norm/policy
framework, including but not limited to the institutional recognition of childcare rights, the systematization and
professionalization of childcare system for children in risk, the expansion of integrative child allowance policy, and
the promotion of work-family reconciliation policies.

Key words: care; social care; family compensation; work-family reconciliation
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