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[REHE 15 7]

Influence of Socioeconomic Status on the Middle Aged and
Elderly’s Chronic Non-infectious Disease in China:

The Case of Cardiovascular Disease and Chronic Respiratory Disease
XIA Cuicui', LI Jianxin®
(1. Institute of Population and Labor Economics ,Chinese Academy of Social Sciences , Beijing , 100028, China;
2. Department of Sociology , Peking University , Beijing, 100871, China)

Abstract: Chronic non—infectious disease has become the main ailment threatening people’ s health and
longevity. Using the CHARLS 2013 data, the paper explores the influence of socioeconomic status on chron-
ic disease and the mediation effect between SES and chronic disease. Research showed that people with
higher education level, work in government or institution organization, employed by company were more
likely to be suffering from cardiovascular disease and less likely to be suffering from chronic respiratory dis-
ease. The higher socioeconomic status group had higher proportion of drinking and higher BMI scores.
These disadvantages may explain the higher risk of cardiovascular disease in this group. However, people
with higher socioeconomic status also enjoy better living conditions and lower proportion of smoking, which
reduced the prevalence of chronic respiratory disease. Research indicates that higher socioeconomic status
people may have worse health condition and the result is different with other research in foreign countries.
These results are useful in identifying vulnerable groups to chronic disease and relieving health inequality
when we establish social and public health policies.
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