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“Washing Blood with Blood” ——Review and Introduction of
Huihe Khan Dunmohe, Outstanding Statesman
in Altai Times, China in the Eighth Century
LIU Ge

Report at Altai Session, 49th A nnual International Conference

Abstract; 779 AD, at the instigation of the Sute in middle Asia, Huihe Khanate Khan in Outer
Mongolia wanted to attack Tang Dynasty with entire force, taking the opportunity of Daizong’ s
death and Dezong’ s succession to the throne. Its Prime Minister Dunmohe Dagan opposed and
performed to prevent, but Khan did not listen to him.“Catching the opportunity that the populace
was not willing to go to the south to attack Tang Dynasty”, Dunmohe started the coup d’ etat and
supported himself as Khan. After he supported himself as Khan, Dunmohe indicated immediately
to Tang:“He is willing to be Tang’ s subject, keep the hair not to cut, and wait respectfully for
Tang’ s conferment on him.” Just at this moment, a deeply grieve murder case related to the rela-
tion development of Huihe and Tang Dynasty occurred, that is, Zhen Wujun’ s descendant Zhang
Guangsheng Tang Dynasty killed Tu Dong, H uihe messenger and his 900 people, including some
Sute. It was another stern test to Dunmohe how to treat and process this suddenly arisen event.
He on the one hand persisted maintenance tradition relation with Tang Dynasty, on the other hand
persisted his nation’ s dignity and actual benefits, acted as Khan himself to receive Tang Dynasty
messenger for forwarding a messenge to Tang. He reprimanded Tang messenger with stem
words, and a message:“The populace all want to kill you to revenge. I don’ t want to do so. You
have already killed Tu Dong and some people with him, if I kill you, it is just like washing blood
with blood, dirtier after washing ! Isn’ t it better to washing blood with water ? The horses Tang
Dy nasty owes me values 1.8 million bolts of silk, retun them immediately.” Tang Dy nasty paid
silk 100, 000 bolts and gold and silver 100, 000 liang, recompensing the horses’ value. In this way,
the crisis which nearly bred war was subsided dow n. Dunmohe sent messengers to Tang Dynasty
to cement friendly relation with Tang asking for a political marriage. Because Dezong had been in-
sulted in Huihe military compound during the period of Daizong, he firmly opposed to political
marriage. His Prime Minister Li Mi carried on advising over 15 times more argued with Dezong,
and finally came to a political marriage. Thus, the relations between Huihe and Tang Dynasty
deepened. Turfan’ s formidable was one of the important reasons to facilitate Tang Dynasty’ s re-
lationship with Huihe. Dunmohe’ s thought and practice of “washing blood with water”not only
played a very good role at that time, but also is worth praising today.
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