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of the Human Mind: the Notion of Person; the Notion of Self”, in

The Category of the Person: Anthropology, Philosophy, History, eds. Michael Carrithers, Steven Colins,
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“Ethnography” in Paradigm Shift. the Case
of “Ethnography of Chinese Folk Culture”

Mashiba Nishimura

Abstract: Since 1950s, the circles of China Folklore and Folk A rt have had several debates
on field work. T he latest advance on the matter was discussed in the Forum “ A cademic In-
vestigation of Theories and Practice of Ethnography” that was held in Beijing, December
2006. The moderator of that event, Tieliang Liu, introduced us to the first results of in-
vestigations through the work “ Ethnography of Chinese Folk Culture”, in which we can
find an answer to the issue that the Chinese Folklore and Folk A rt Academic circle is most
concerned about these days: “How should our investigation yield an ethnography that is
expected by Folklore and Folk Art 7. In this paper, the concepts ( “symbol of culture”)
and writing mode (“symbol of cultural guide” ) of “ Ethnography of Chinese Folk Culture”
are criticized, bringing out to light a new range of possibilities that those concepts might
contain, in order to promote the development of the discussions on field work of contem-
porary Chinese Folklore and Folk Art.
Key words: “ Ethnography of Chinese Folk Culture”; Symbol of Culture; Ethnography;
Field Work

C*P 15D

The Oral Formula of Mawuge and Gadoumei
Liu Qiuzhi
Abstract. Using Oral— Formulaic Theory, the author analyzed the oral formula of Hui
narrative poem Mawuge and G adoumei from two aspects: rhetoric and verse, and pointed
out that oral formula is both a institution of folk people to orally express themselves in
spoken language and a patterned way for oral tradition to narrate and express emotions re-
ferring to folk custom linguistics.

Key words: M awuge and Gadoumei; Formula; Rhetoric; Verse
( *P. 168)



