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( 65 )

Numerous Disorders and Orders among Folk Beliefs
Wang Xiaoli

Abstract: Folk beliefs refer to a belief system of deities worship, existing in a non— official
social level, with some historic tradition, and with some local characteristics. Folk beliefs
manifested mainly as some sacrificial rites held for the reverence of some themes, but not
necessarily idol deities. Having formed later than those primitive religions, folk beliefs did
not exist in primitive societies. A folk belief is neither a religion nor a folk religion, but be-
longs to a belief system outside of any religion. These people with folk beliefs can be con-
sidered as a third group, which is located between those with religion and those without re-
ligion, and whose members believe in deities but not religions. In the modern society, this
group is enlarging continuously .

Key words: Folk belief; numerous disorders and orders; a third group

( 38 )
The Affinity Argument among Anthropology of Ecology.
Geography and Environmental History
He Qun
Abstract; The anthropology of ecology studies the relationship between human beings and
the natural environment. It has become a public study area for being able to connect many
areas of studies into a complex discipline. An inherent affinity is found among anthropology
of ecology, geography and environmental history, which mainly manifested as: all of them
share a keen interest to the discussion of the relationship between human beings and envi-
ronment; but they all maintain their own perspective and aim of study, complementing each
other in cognition. To some extent, the affinity argument among these three disciplines
would expand and enrich perspective and methodology of the ecological anthropology.
Key words: Ecological anthropology; geography; environmental history; affinity
— 9 —



