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An Alternative Method on the Study of Kinship System
——A Survey on the Study of Affinity
Diao Tongju

Abstract; This article, basing itself on the shortcomings of the study of kinship system,
points out the possibility and necessity of the study of affinity, and provides a brief survey
on the history of its study. Current academic study involves in two aspects in affinity. The
study on social perspective of affinity stresses on social contacts within the members of af-
finity, and especially on ritual level and economic transaction in daily life. If we are to
comprehensively investigate social contacts within the members of affinity, then, the mar-
riage circle is a precondition for research with difinitive significance, it can be viewed as a
way of cohesion around social cultural net. Since by now the study on marriage circle is
mainly revolving around its definition, range, change, and function, instead of emphasi-
zing on interaction within families, clans, and villages, it overstresses on its geographical
side, thus neglecting the side of active construction and cultural choice within the circle.
This phenomenon of overstressing a single side of the problem leaves a lot of space for fur-
ther study .

Key words: Kinship system, affinity, social level, marriage circle C*P.179)
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