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Review of Chinese Mythology in 20th Century: Introduction to the
Selected Works of Chinese Mythology (Reset and Enlarged Edition)
Liu Xicheng

Abstract Chinese mythology is the product of modern thoughts such as nationalism and civilian conscious-
ness and Occidental learning. Jiang Guanyun published Myth: the Characters Nurtured by History in 1903,
which advocated mythological values of "advance peoples taste and agitate people s morale ". Xia Zengyou,
Luxun and so on follow ed. From then on Chinese mythology made a start. The spread of western anthropo-
logical mythology in China in 20s and 30s contributed greatly to the primary establishment of mythology.
Actually, Chinese mythology has two main sources: one is western anthropological mythology based on the
fieldwork in non— western societies; the other is the native mythological theories orientated to collect leg-
ends about magic and weird things. Combining these two thoughts together the Chinese mythology was anti
— traditional and modern since it was created. In 20s, the first climax of Chinese mythology came with Ku—
shih— pien mythology, field work and literary studies. In 40s the second one was characterized by the inte-
grative study of myths recorded in ancient books and the myths of minorities by southern— west scholars,
which opened up a new era of text study and comprehensive research. In 80s and 90s the Chinese mythology
began to transfer from text study to field research and the academic conceptions and methods have also been
changed. The academic ideal of creating a Chinese mythological system proposed at the start of 20th century
has almost been accomplished at the end of that century.

Key words: nationalism, Occidental learning, anthropological school comprehensive study, mythological sys-

tem
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