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The Cosmological Foundations of a Civilisation: The Relevance of
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Abstract: The article is a treatment of the cosmological configurations of civilisation in early China. It argues that the
“civilizational cosmos” of Zhou, which has been taken by many as the “original shape” of the Chinese world was cre-
ated out of a reformation of pre-exisiting models, in particular, the “stone age cosmos”, of pre—historical times, and
the kingly cosmos (the absolute and pragmatic Shang rule).
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