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@ FErving Goffman, Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity, New York: Prentice Hall, 1963/1986, p.5.
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Stigma Associated with Illnesses

— Take Mental Illnesses and HIV/AIDS in Chinese Context for Instance
Guo Jinhua

Abstract: Psychology, sociology and anthropology have been the major fields of stigma studies in the
West. Traditionally, psychological researches on stigma features an individualist perspective, while
sociologists normally base their explanation of stigma on social structure and order. Anthropologists
prefer to understand stigma as a universal moral experience of dealing with danger and threat faced by
people in their life-world. A detailed ethnography of stigma related to mental illnesses and HIV/AIDS
in the Chinese context suggests that in any society and culture, the definition of person rather than the
medical, social and cultural construction of these diseases should be paid more attention in exploring the
origin of stigma, while the maintaining mechanism of stigma will not be revealed until we reconfigure
stigma as a dynamic social process rather than a static social attitude toward those who suffering these

illnesse.

Key word: stigma, individualism, social order, danger and threat, moral experience

The Historical Trend and Functional Contradictions in the
Reconstruction of Community
Shao Xiaoguang & Liu Yan
Abstract: The nature of community is commonality, and it is necessary to study the concept of
community in the perspectives of naturalness and humanity. The turn of naturally national commonalities
towards commonalities of human moral rules makes individualism the theme of human relations rather
than natural commonalities. Therefore, the protection of individual rights can destroy commonalities
of community, and extreme commonalities cause the revolt of constraints, which lead to the decline of
community. Based on the diversity, the reconstruction of commonality provides optional solutions to
solve the conflicts between individuals. And it is necessary for the solutions to recognize compulsive
functions of reality, play a functional role of voluntary services and turn to the commonality approach of

identities.

Key word: community, commonality, reconstruction, function
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