Abstract Based on careful review of the literature on intermarriage circle intermarriage distance in anthropology

and sociology we set out to clarify the notion of intermarriage circle and try to tackle the crux of the problem that
has caused lots of confusion and controversy in the studies of intermarriage circle. Equipped with data from de—
mography and census we are able to evaluate and analyze the sizes of intermarriage circles and their changes in
different provinces in China. The results from such an analysis will give us some insight into the problem of family
formation in China.
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