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Sociological Probe into Formative Process of Clustering of

Migrant Polulaiton

Case Study of Transformation of Urban Space

DI Lei & LIU Neng

( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: In the research methodology for new urban sociology space has become commodity and housing ownership
has been recognized as something with unique transfer capacity. A typical village in the conjunction part that joins urban
and rural areas in Beijing — Sha Cun Village — suggests with its evolution history that the clustering of migrant population
a special spatial production is the result of mutual readjustment between different social agents: on the one hand it repre—
sents the process in which inflow migrant population gather in the urban community and reach a certain scale; on the other
hand it is also the process in which the local community receives the inbound migrant population. Meanwhile the produc—
tion of this special spatial pattern results from the synergy from structural forces and micro mechanism. The rapid expansion
of Beijing and the urbanization of the suburbs have improved the regional condition and transportation facilities for Sha Cun
Village enabling the place to receive industries and inbound migrant population. The local residents turn their own housing
into rental business which forms the internal driving force for Sha Cun Village to shift into a clustering place for migrant
population. The case study presented in this article can offer help for the academic community to understand the spatial pro—
duction and transformation of urban areas in China.

Key Words: clustering of migrant population; housing rental; readjustment; spatial production
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