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Ordinary Contacts and Commmmity Identities of a Heterogeneous Commmmnity:
An Empirical Study of Sha Village Beijing

DI Lei LIU Neng

( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Through the field work at a popular site settlement for lower class and based on the analytical
perspective of local residential adaptation this paper discussed the contents and level of ordinary contacts be—
tween the local residents and migrants in the circumstances of co — habitation and then explored the influence
of migration on the local citizens daily life social contacts and community identities. The research result indi-
cates that social distance does exist between the local residents and migrants both in the objective and subjec—
tive layers. For the local residents contacts with the migrants has become the most important part of their eve—
ryday life therefore the communication with other local residents and community involvement has been re—
stricted so as to destroy the traditional connections between individuals and local community and reduce the
community identity of the local residents which brings in a great challenge to community integration.
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