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Abstract: This study pays special attention to the migrant workers who settle down in Sha Village. We discuss the
mechanism of identity formation. We argue that the special living pattern in Sha Village forms an important
cornerstone for the identity formation of migrant workers. Specifically, the co—habitation and daily social interaction
between migrant workers and their native landlords facilitate the formation of a new identity as a way of earning a
positive social existence. It also results in the identity transformation from “floating population” to “guest
Beijingers”.
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