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Abstract: This article is aiming to explain the following questions. First, how do different social
groups in China’s urban areas express their special political interests and material needs in
such a social environment of dramatic economic growth and fast social transformations?
Second, how do different levels of authority respond to all these political expressions and
material demands? And third, how do the results of these group expressions and corresponding
authority reactions finaily influence the rate of subsequent interest expression and needs
defense actions? By using a theorstical framework that synthesized from different theoretical
traditions from social movement and collective behavior literature, this article tries to understand
the macro social processes that are conducive to the rise of urban collective behavior, and the

micro social processes that activate the participation of individual participants.
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