Abstract: Since the middle of last decade, new social status and new social group identity have given rise to so-

cial activists who openly voice their political opinions and fight for their benefits. The smaller activist groups, mostly
composed of friends, organize collective resistances or protests, whereas larger activist groups, developed out of
local communities, stage mass collective uprisings. The author terms all these protests and uprisings as“ mass
collective actions” and the activists as“ the grieved groups”. The ongoing interactions between the grieved groups
and the governments at various levels form the important variable of social control in contemporary China, of

which the author will provide a frame of categorization on the basis of three case studies.
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