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Mass Incidents in Modern China: Change of Image and

Reconstruction of Classification Framework

LIU Neng
( Sociological Department Beijing University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: It undergoes some time to change the image of mass incidents in modern China and there is a structural rea—
son for its entrance into public field. The classical mass incidents since 2004 for example can be divided into seven types
by means of a more repulsive classification framework. 1. primary collective struggle for the protection of right relating to
direct interests; 2. mass incidents concerning the release of anger without relating to direct interests; 3. sudden mass inci—
dents caused by the deteriorated local political ecology; 4. industrial collective behavior and business collective behavior;
5. mass incidents resulting from institutionally dealing with “death factor” ; 6. mass incidents driven by ideologies or poli—
tics; 7. inherent mass incidents of internet.
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