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Fei Hsiao-tung and His Village Livelihood Research:
An Eighty-Year’s Retrospection

LIU Neng
(Department of Sociology, Peking University, 100871, PRC )

[ Abstract | Starting from a diachronic review of Professor Fei Hsiao-Tung’s community field works,
especially the Kaixiangong Village study in 1936, and the Three Yunnan Village studies in early 1940s,
the

classic one and the contemporary one. After briefly defining what constitutes of the two research

this paper tries to discuss the difference between two paradigms of Fei's village livelihood research

paradigms, the paper carefully clarifies all the possible implicit structural conditions that these two
paradigms have historically been embedded in, so as to answer the ultimate question of what theoretical
position has Fei’s approach been landed within the entire context of village livelihood research. In the end,
a series of contemporary structural forces that might have implicit impact on current Chinese village
livelihood, the global mobility of labor force, the commercialization of local culture and the emerging of
an experience economy, and the penetration and expansion of mobile internet access (in the form of both
infrastructure and technical mentality) into rural areas, have been examined, showing that the research
direction that Fei personally pioneered about eighty years ago still has its theoretical significance and
empirical vitality today.

[Key words ] Fei Hsiao-tung; village livelihood research; the classic paradigm; the contemporary

paradigm; structural conditions
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