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Study on the Social Structural Determinants
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LIU Neng SONG Qing — yu
( Department of Sociology Beijing University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Since the last decade of 20th century drug abuse has been a keen social problem in China.
Most researches done by Chinese social scientists ever since are qualitative in nature and policy evaluation as
main purpose aiming to understand the underlying mechanisms that sustain the obtaining and removal of such
an addiction socially most probably using individual drug abusers as their unit of analysis. However this arti—
cle is aiming to understand a somehow different question that is what kinds of structural determinants have a
say on the development of drug situation within a specific county — level jurisdiction. Using data collected by
an online platform National Platform for the Evaluation of Narcotics Control run by the Bureau of Narcotics
Control Ministry of Public Security which include data gathered from 60 county — level test areas from 6 sam—
ple provinces in a three — year ( 2006 — 2008) base and negative binominal model as model specification
this article has set up a test of three groups of independent variables on the dependent variable of “annual inc—

reace of newly — registered drug abusers” an index with high validity operationalizing the theoretical concept

of regional drug situation. These three groups of independent variables regional economic development lev—

el regional level of drug — friendly risk factors and regional level of narcotic control efforts have been in—
tentionally selected when the online platform was under construction by the first author a primary technical ex—
pert responsible for the whole platform. As a trial analytic data work using administrative jurisdiction as the u—
nit of analysis the authors believe that this article has objectified its value by providing preliminary cumulative
knowledge to the research area of narcotics control.

Key words: drug abuse; narcotics control; regional structural determinants; negative binominal modeling
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