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The Three Conceptual Meanings of Nature in Adam Smith s Social Thought
Qu Jingdong
(Institute for Social Development, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100836, China)

Abstract: The concept of Nature in Adam Smith s thought could be understood in three dimen-
sions; By the concept of Author of Nature, A dam Smith confirmed the Providence in natural law,
upgraded the idea of Destiny in Stoics, and brought retaliation into the establishment of moral or-
der. By the concept of Nature, A dam Smith clarified the ontological principle of Nature as the nat-
ural elements of a sentimental faculty of man.By the concept of human nature, sympathy is con-
sidered as the elementary moral mechanism of justice in society, in which impartial spectator
would play an important role in situational judgment.
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