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Understanding Contemporary China: Two Different
Theoretical Approaches

XIE Li-zhong
(Sociology Department, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: There have been two theoretical approaches in the study of social changes in modem
China. One took the course of social changes in modern China as a process of modemization and
the other as a process of socialist construction. Both of them would lead the people to a misunder-
standing of the true nature of those changes due to their one-sidedness. This paper provides a pre-
liminary description of and some comments on those two approaches, as well as an outline of a new
approach which is expected to synthesize those two approaches.
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