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On the Complexity of Society form the Viewpoint of Sociologist
Xie Lizhong
(Peking University)

Abstract The complexity of the society originates from the contingency, ambiguousness and impenetra-
bility of human consciousness and from the “double contingency”in the communication. V arious technologies that
can be used to reduce the complex of society are the basis of social order. The evolution of social structure also

takes the evolution of those technologies as a prerequisite. The evolution of those technologies and social order is

not simply a spontaneous course but a joint product of two movements spontaneous movement and reflexive

movement.
Key words double contingency; complexity of communication; technology of complex-reducing; social sys-

tem
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