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Dilemma and Conflict: A Reinterpretation of the
Social Changes in Modern China

XIE Li—zhong

(Sociology Department, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The relation between ”socialism” and “modernization” is very complicated. As far
as their inward is concerned, socialism institution is not advanced by its advocator as a special
form of modemization but as an opposite of the latter. The combination of socialism with modemn-
ization, due to the opposite quality which inheres in their nature, became a course full of contra-
dictions and conflicts. This was a particular dilemma that all socialist countries encountered in
their developing course. The intention of this paper is to illuminate that no other than the opposi-
tion between ”socialism” and “modernization” constitute the basic contradiction and conflict of the
social changing course in modern China.

Key words: socialism; modernization; social changes in modern China; substantive rationality ;

formal rationality
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