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Understanding Words relative to “Modernity”

XIE Li-zhong

(Sodobgy Department, Peking University, Bejing 100871, China)

Abstract: Puzzles and misunderstandings often arise in reading literatures on “ modemity” due to the con-

fusi

on of the meanings of such words as “modem”, “modemity”, “modemism”, and “modernization” .

The purpose of this paper is to differentiate and analyze the implications of these words based on the tex-

tual material drawn from many relative literatures.
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