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Conflict or Consensus: A Viewpoint from Marxism

XIE Li-zhong
(Sociology Department, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Functionalism and Conflict Theory are two conflicting theoretical approaches in Macro— Socio-
logical theories. How to synthesize these two different approaches has long been a fomidable challenge for soci-
ologists. This article provided a review of some related arguments of Maxx and Engles and suggested a new ap-
proach which originated from the works of Marx and Engles. This new approach may pave the way for reconcil-
ing the differences between Functionalism and Conflict Theory.
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