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“Process-Event Analysis”, or“ Structural Insitinational Analysis” ?

Perspective from Pluralistic Discourse Analysis

Xie Lizhong

Abstract The advocators of “ Process-Event Analysis” (or “ Practical Sociology” ) criticize that “ StucturalInstitutional
Analysis” cannot divulge the real essence of social life because it views social reality as a static structure. Practical sociolo-
gists argue that social reality can only be properly described and understood w hen it is considered as a dy namic and evolving
process using “ Process Event Analysis” approach. Such views were solemnly rebutted by the advocators of “ Structure-In-
stitutional Analysis”. From the standpoint of Pluralistic discourse analysis these two seemingly conflicting approaches are
just two different discourse systems which can be used to constct social reality. Under the guidance and constraint of
these two approaches, we can construct two different social realities with different strategies of discourse. However, with
regard to the question: which approach is better than the other, thereis no definite answer.

Key words Process Event Analysis; practical sociology; StructionalInsitiuational Analysis; Pluralistic Discourse Analysis
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