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Towards an East Asian Community:

The Way out of East Asian Predicament

Xie Lizhong

Abstract: In recent years, a series of territorial disputes has been frequently observed between East
Asian countries. Though the outbreak of war is not an imminent threat at present, military conflicts between
involved countries are becoming more likely. Now East Asia is really at a crossroads. Under the current cir-
cumstances, there are at least four solutions available, namely, peace negotiation, military force, intermedia-
tion and “shelving differences and seeking joint development”. However, each solution has its limitations.
Peace negotiation is not a simple remedy. War is unreasonable. Intermediation and “shelving differences and
seeking joint development” are not solutions once and for all. The author believes that the ideal solution is to
establish a unified East Asian Community following the model of European Union. Though it would not be a
plain sailing, it still is a common goal that worth continuous efforts and committments by all East Asian coun-
tries.

Key words: international conflict; dispute—solution; East Asian Community

TAERER . BT E)

11



