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Crossing borders and shifting paradigms ‘Introduction” to
Cultural Complexities: Rituals Persons and Things in Southwest China
WANG Min —min' & SHU Yu’
(1. Institute of Sociology and Anthropology Peking University Beijing 100871 China;
2. Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732  China)
Abstract: This introduction to the collection of essays Cultural Complexities: Rituals Persons and Things in Southwest China summarizes
the main content of this book and brings up the concept of “cultural complexities” with which the internal structures of different communi—

ties and their relational structures in connection with the external societies are analyzed. It points out that the concept of “cultural com—

i

plexities” emerges with the research findings of historical ethnography by the new generation of anthropologists in the first ten years of this

century but its summary of the theories and practice of the Chinese ethnology in the 20th century ( especially studies on southwest China)

is a reflective inheritance of the extant academic inquiry. This approach absorbs the theoretical elements of Western anthology concerning
exchanges structures historicality the global system ethnicity and sacredness and integrates them with the regional researches on Chi—
nese anthropology in the new era which helps construct some ethnological theories with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: cultural complexities; southwest China; ethnology; exchange; Chinese ethnology
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