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Main Abstracts

Folklorism, Reflection and the Practicality of Folklore Studies
ZHOU Xing
The concept of folklorism and related discourse have revealed the normal state of folk cultural expressions in
modern societies. Recognizing such a state is the disciplinary base for modern folkloristics in different countries.
Chinese folklore studies must also face the facts that the phenomenon of folklorism exists everywhere and all the
time in social life, and that folklorists themselves are often involved in such activities. Chinese folklore studies,
therefore, must reflect upon the role and responsibility of folklorists, and re-examine the application, practicali-
ty. and publicity of the discipline.

Key Words: folklorism; modem folklore studies; reflection; application; practicality; publicity

Chinese Folklore Studies: Where do We Go from Folklorism
WANG Xiaobing
As a transitional concept, Folklorism refers to second-hand distribution and performances of folklore. When
German folklorist Hans Moser coined it during the 1960s, he intended to criticize this kind of social phenome-
non. After broad discussion among scholars it became a more value-free concept. The new generation of folklor-
ists, headed by Hermann Bausinger, insisted on empirical cultural analyzing of Folklorism with unbiased stands.
Beginning in the 1980s, the East German folklorist Hermann Strobach proposed to totally abandon the concept
of Folklorism from the viewpoint of Marxist social evolutionism. Facing similar academic marginalization, Chi-
nese folklore studies currently attempts to realize a conceptual turn. As popular cultural phenomenon, Folklor-
ism can provide rich objects for research and discussion, and with these research practices, Chinese folklore
studies could develop a series of sub-fields such as public folklore, political folklore, economic folklore, folklore
of art, religious folklore and so on, so as to raise its academic standing through equal and constructive dialogue
with other disciplines.

Key Words: folklore studies; folklorism; disciplinary crisis; conceptual turn

Jubao Chengnan: A Human Ecological Investigation of the “Garden of Minnan Cultural Ecology”
WANG Mingming, [UK] Michael Rowlands, and Sun Jing
Located in the Southern part of Quanzhou, South Fujian, Jubao chengnan is the pilot project of a provincial
development program “Garden of Minnan Cultural Ecology”, approved and supported by the municipal govern-
ment. From 16" September 2015, the three authors of this paper conducted a month’ s field research in
Quanzhou. The current paper reports the findings of their joint research. Within the broader context of
Quanzhou urban transformation, it demonstrates the historical and metaphorical meanings of Jubao Chengnan;
analyzes the prospect of the “garden of cultural ecology”and its relationship with the recently celebrated concepts
of “beautiful community” and “good life”. Moreover, it critically examines local elites” narrative of “cultural e-
cology” by means of a local history of urbanism and an ethnography of the life world of the place. According to
the authors, the life world of local people in Jubao Chengnan, with its unique combination of person-to-person,
person-to-divinity, and person-to-thing relationships, is different from the elite view of “cultural ecology”; it has
its own philosophy and the symbolic and practical system for its manifestation.

Key Words: local elite; cultural ecology zone; anthropology; human ecology; urban transformation

Rumor Studies from the Perspective of Western Legend Study
ZHANG Jing

Along with the development of We Media and popularity of internet rumor, Chinese scholars explored the



