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The Production of Gender Norms in the Diversified Gender Attitudes: The

Discourse Analysis of “Good Job” and “Good Marriage” for Women
Wu Lijuan

Abstract: Recent data show that people have become more supportive to such statement as  “A good job matters less
than a good marriage for women”. To understand the phenomena, two competing arguments emerged. One claims that
it is the backlash of traditional gender attitudes, and the other celebrates it as a strategy for women to construct a
positive gender identity in the era of market—economy. Based on the interviews with rural and urban residents of
Guangdong, Hubei, and Shanghai, this study analyzes ordinary people’s interpretations of “good marriage” and their
understandings of the relations between “good marriage” and “good job” for women. It is found that most of the
newly—emerged diversified opinions follow the same discursive logic, which makes the emotional dimension of
marriage salient and the non—instrumental dimension of work invisible. Consequently, a new—style of gender
segregation of social space is produced, which is not based on the gender division of labor anymore, but is based on
the different locations of self—actualization for women and men.

Key words: Gender attitudes, A good job matters less than a good marriage for women, Gender norms, Discourse

analysis



