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Risk Society and the Structural Safety of China’s Population ----..-.- Li Jianxin/177

Abstract: Being inspired by the insights of Ulrich Beck’s “risk society” theory, this paper
aims to analyze the risks and structural safety of Chinas population. In a sharp contrast to the
traditional conception of the term, the risks in modern society are largely “ manufactured” , man
— made risks. The effort to deal with the problems engendered by the size and the structure of
population is a good example of this. By focusing on the risks of population structure, this pa-
per aims to demonstrate that the more we focus on resolving the problems relating to population
size, the more problems we tend to “produce” in the structure of population. The change in
population structure caused by the austere measures designed solely for suppressing the size of
population not only brings about many negative social and economic effects to the present socie-
ty but also sows the seeds of risks for the future. Therefore, the author strongly recommends a
review of the relevant issues concerning population structure with a heightened awareness of
China’s population safety and population strategy and to reform the current population policy ac-
cordingly.
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