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Fertility Policy and Abnormal High Sex Ratio at Birth
Li Jianxin

Abstract Since the 1980s, sex ratio at birth in China have indicated a continuous departure from the normal value. AF
though it is generally considered as the result of an interaction between multiple factors, people hold different opinions in
locating the principal affect ing element. The present author agreed with the popular estimation about the multt factorial
and complex nature of the abnormal high sex ratio at birth, but proposed that the strictly implemented family planning
policy since the 1980s, among others, has a direct and major role to play. The author came to the conclusion that the
overstrict fertility policy is the chief cause of the long standing unbalance of sex ratios at birth among the Chinese popula
tion.

Key words Fertility policy; Sex ratios at birth; Causal relationship
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