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A Study of the Intensity of Care Needs among the Chinese Elderly
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Abstract: Using data from the China Longitudinal Healthy Longevity Survey ( CLHLS) this study
has explored the characteristics of the elderly who need care and the intensity of their care needs.
Our study has shown that socio-demographic characteristics such as age and residency as well as
restrictions in activity of daily living ( ADL) determine the care needs and their intensity. Certain

types of diseases also increase the risk of the needs and intensity such as nervous system
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cardiovascular and cerebrovascular and eye diseases. Governmental policies should be adjusted to
the characteristics of the care needs and the intensity of the needs among the elderly.

Keywords: care needs of the elderly; care intensity; hours of care—giving
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