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China Should Strengthen Research on Ethnic Factor in the Collapse
of the USSR

MA Rong

Abstract: A cross—state study of Chinese ethnic relations needs to have some reference frames for
contrast and comparison. Of all the big multiethnic countries Russia shares some important
characteristics with China and can serve as the most important reference frame for China’s ethnic studies.
Since the collapse of the USSR scholars from the West Russia and China have conducted systematic re—
search into the ethnic factor in the collapse of the USSR. This paper reviews the publications in this field
and makes some proposals for how to carry out further studies of the ethnic relations in Russia.

Keywords: collapse of the USSR ethnic relations in Russia ethnic studies
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