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Putonghua Learning and Modernization
of Ethnic Minorities in China

MA Rong

Abstract: For any modern state in the period of industrialization, regional integration in administration,
economic system and cultural models is an inevitable historical process. Modern schools established to teach
new knowledge and a domestic common language is also required in this process. Because of the language
variation among ethnic groups in China, there is differentiation among groups and regions in the progress of
school development. Meanwhile, population size of minorities limits the publications in minority languages
and Putonghua has become the major tool for knowledge learning in today's China. Since 1949, a parallel
school system separating Han and minority students has been put in practice. The minority graduates have
difficulties entering non—agricultural job market by their relatively poor Putonghua capacity. In order to
improve the employment of minorities, bilingual education has been promoted in minority region as a "bridge"
for minorities to participate in China's modernization.

Key Words: Modern knowledge, Domestic common language, Bilingual education
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