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Studies of Ethnic Issues of Professor Fei Xiaotong
Ma Rong

Abstract:This paper aims to trace Professor Fei Xiaotong interest in the field of ethnic studies. He started to learn
anthropology during the Qinghua period. He went to Guangxi for the field study of the Yao group in 1935. Upon
his return from London School of Economics, where he worked under the guidance of Prof. Malinowski, he estab—
lished a small academic group in Yunnan. He participated a debate on the issue “China is a nation” organized
by Prof. Gujigang in 1939. After the 1949, he made his presence in the campaign of “nationality recognition” or—
ganized by the government. In 1988, he published a paper entitled “the pluralistic unity of the Chinese nation”
which became a leading guidance in ethnic relations in the 21 century in China. The life experience of Professor
Fei Xiaotong in ethnic studies provides many important insights for the young scholars in the field.
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