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Oral History Studies on “Ethnic Recognition”: A preface of the
From Gui Province to Zhuang Land by Lu Lu
Ma Rong

Abstract:The “ethnic recognition” in the 1950s made the ethnic framework of 56 groups in China. The “ethnic
status” of each citizen, the establishment of “autonomous regions”, and practice of preferential policies towards
ethnic minorities has been based on the result of this “ethnic recognition”. This preface reviews the influence of
USSR on China regarding theories of “nationality”, suggests that oral history study is the key to understand the
work of the “ethnic recognition” regarding basic theory and system designing. In recent years, western scholars
have worked on oral history research on the “ethnic recognition” in China and published several influential re—
sults. Therefore, Chinese scholars should pay more attention on this issue for international dialogue. In implement—
ing oral history studies, we might learn more about the framework of “ethnic structure” in China.

Key words: “ethnic recognition”; oral history; ethnic policies see P.5

Impacting of Russian Party—oriented Theory on the Development of
China FolKloristics in the 195"
Dong Xiaoping

Abstract:China has a long cultural tradition that the knowledge including folk literature and arts had been inte—
grated by the governments in old times. In the modernization of the nation, it has become a new approach that the
CCP  Chinese Communist Party government actively interacts with folk literature and arts. In the 20" century,
several significant social movements developed from the new movement of folk literature and arts to the national
independence movement. Under the CCP leadership, folk literature and arts progressed prosperously during Yan’
an Period in the 1940". Party—oriented theory goes paralleled with folk literature and arts’ theory, which benefits
the CCP and the people mutually to a maximum extent, and leads to the party—oriented folk literature and arts’
framework that is different from culture management ruled by feudal courts. In the early 1950s, China learned
from Soviet Union which offered theoretical guidelines for socialist ideology and its cultural construction, which
was derived from party—oriented literature and arts theory during Yan’an Period in 1940". It also helps with the
academic construction of Folkloristics especially in the field of study of Folk Literature and Arts. In the past half
century, especially since the implementation of the Open and Reform Policy, the theorists in and outside the CCP
have worked cooperatively and accumulated abundant achievements. Currently, the world is experiencing cultural
diversity, it is necessary to summarize these achievements, develop folk literature and arts sustainably under the
leadership of the CCP, and construct socialist modern culture with Chinese unique features in order to enhance
the cross—cultural communication between Chinese and foreign cultures, which is a far-reaching practical ap—
proach. A suitable case study on Zhou Weizhi is focused on his practice of party—oriented folk literature and arts
theory.

Key words:Party—oriented folk literature and arts’ theory;scientific and social movement;learnt from Soviet Union;

culture construction;Zhou Weizhi;Zhong Jingwen see P.47

On the Written Language, Xiao Jing Script, of Dongxiang People
A Ibrahim Chen Yuanlong

Abstract:It is widely accepted that Dongxiang people possesses no written language. However, this article claims
that Dongxiang people do have a written language of their own, which is, Dongxiang Xiao Jing script. Xiao Jing is
a phonetic alphabet being composed of Arabic letters. Appeared before the 17th century, Dongxiang Xiao Jing
seript, an applied written form, was mainly used to record folklores, write notes and exchange messages for more
than three hundred years. Dongxiang Xiao Jing script consists of 35 letters, 9 phonetic signs and 3 punctuation
marks. However, it remains some defects which mostly lie in orthography: one letter makes 2-3 sounds, or one
sound is given multiple letters; contains more letters than actually needed; no alphabet is established; gets too
many phonetic signs, but too few punctuation marks; discourse is basically cohered only with syllables. Despite of
these defects, Xiao Jing script exists factually as a written language of Dongxiang people.

Key words:Dongxiang people; written language;Xiao Jing see P.61
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