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Social Transition, State Building and Ethnic Relations during the
Period of Republic of China
Ma Rong

Abstract:The period of the Republic of China was the most complicated time in Chinese history. Three lines
across this period: the first was the struggle of Chinese people to against invasion of imperialists, the second was
the struggle of Chinese people to against internal powers of splittism, the third was the process of transition from a
traditional pluralist empire to a modern nation—state. Imperialist powers introduced the concept of “nation” into
Chinese ethnic groups and tried to turn China into their colonies. Whether they defended China’s independence
and territories was the principle to judge all social figures in the period of the Republic of China.

Key words:the Republic of China; Chinese nation;nation—state building
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