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(2Special Rapporteur Erica — Irene Daes to the UN on Indigenous
peoples in 1995 stated that a definition was unnecessary because " his—
torically indigenous peoples have suffered from definitions imposed
by others" . Indigenous representatives also on several occasions have
expressed the view before the Working Group that-:----a definition of
the concept of indigenous people”is not necessary or desirable. They
have stressed the importance of self — determination as an essential
component of any definition which might be elaborated by the United
Nations System. In addition a number of other elements were noted by
indigenous representatives:-+-+* Above all and of crucial importance is
the historical and ancient connection with lands and territories, ( ht—
tp: //en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Indigenous_people)

(3The Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples pre—
pared by the Working Group on Indigenous Populations was adopted on
the 13 September 2007 by the General Assembly as the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which is used to pro—

duce a definition of indigenous peoples or populations based on the An—
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nex and 46 Articles.

@the UN describes it as setting " an important standard for the
treatment of indigenous peoples that will undoubtedly be a significant
tool towards eliminating human rights violations against the planets 370
million indigenous people and assisting them in combating discrimina—
tion and marginalisation. " http: //en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Declaration

_on_the_Rights_of_Indigenous_Peoples
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