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On the Issues of Ethnic Minority Education in China

Ma Rong
(Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract: In study of the development of ethnic minority education in China in the 21st century, all relevant issues should be dis—
cussed in the framework of national modernization and the long run development of ethnic minorities. The improvement of educational
achievement of ethnic minorities is related to whether the young generations of minorities can compete with majority group in job market
and their position in ethnic stratification. The protection of minority traditional culture should be connected to the goal of modernization of
minority groups. The linkage between traditional culture and modern schools is very important. Languages play the "dual functions" in
development, as the carrier of cultural tradition on the one hand and as tool of communication and learning on the other. There is an issue
of market mechanism in "language selection" in social development. Meanwhile, the selection of learning language in school should be re—
lated to the development potential of Chinese nation.
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