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New Perspective to Understand Ethnic Relations: De-politicalization of Ethnicity
MA Rong

(Deparment of Sodobgy, Peking University. Bejing
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Abstract: All multi-racial or multi-ethnic nations face the important issue of guiding the direction of ethnic relations

in the modern time. The tradition of “culturalization” of ethnic minorities in the ancient China resulted in a united-

pluralist country with a huge population. But China started to treat ethnic minorities as political goups following the

policies of Former USSR. In the new century, China should learn from both own historical heritage and the lessons

of western countries, USSR and India, change the direction from “ politicalization” to “ culturalization” of ethnicity,

and strengthen national identity.

Key words: ethnicity; nation; culture; politicalization



