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On Wang Tong-ling' s History of Ethnicity in China: A Comparison
of Three Books of History of Ethnicity in China in the 1930s
MA Rong

(Unstitute of Sociology and Anthropobogy, Peling University Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The nation and ethnic relations in China have experienced a rapidly changing and adjusting period after
the “Opium War”. Under such a historical background, Chinese scholars tried to explain the relationship among
ethnic groups in China in the past. Three books published in the 30s of the last century represent the studies at that
time. Wang Tong-ling’ s “ History of Ethnicity in China” (1934) tied to understand and analyze the history of eth-
nicity through the process of contact, assimilation, and integration anong these groups. This appwoach has a special
meaning in developing sociology of ethnicity in today’ s China. These three books are valuable reference and provide
insights in understanding ethnicity in China.

Key words: history of ethnicity; ethnic relations



