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The Development of Sociology of Ethnicity in China

MA Rong

(nstitute of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Ethnic studies as a field of sociology has long been established in the universities in the West.

This article introduces the theories and methodology of western ethnic studies, and suggests to develop a

sociology of ethnicity in China on the base of three sources; traditional ideas of ethnicity in China, ethnic

studies in the West, and the Marxist theory and relevant practice in the former USSR. The progress in

this field will make important contribution to the development of sociological theory in the process of mod-

ernization and globalization.

Key words: Sociology of ethnicity; ethnic studies
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