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Marriage Patterns and Spouse Selection of Rural and Urban Residents
in Tibet (Abstract)
Rong Ma

Polygamy in Tibet has caused scholars’ interest for decades, but the re-
searches of the marriage patterns in Tibet as general and their changes since
the 1950s has been very limited. The first part of this article reviewed the rele:
vant literature and tries to provide a general picture of the marriage patterns in
different regions of Tibet in the 1950s. Based on the sampling survey contacted
by the author in 1987, this article analyzed the basic issues in marriage studies
by sociological approach: structural characteristics of interviewed residents,
marriage types, decision-making in marriage, comparisons of educational and
occupational background between husbands and wives before wedding, Han-
Tibetan intermarriage, the first marriage for those who married more than
once, and divorce. The data analyses and relevant discussions on these issues
in this article might provide some useful insights to improve out understanding

of the marriage patterns in contemporary Tibet.
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