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Study on Marriage Squeeze in China

GUO Zhi-gang', DENG Guo-sheng”
(1 Institute of Population Research, Renmin University of China, Bejjing 100872, China;
2 Development Research Academy for the 21" Century, Tsinghua University, Bejjing 100084, China )

Abstract: Marriage squeeze becomes one of the hot issues in population transition of China.
This paper proposes some new theoretical concepts, and suggests a new approach to measure
marriage squeeze, which is applied to population data to analyze the marriage squeeze in China
in the past and the near future.This paper also analyzes the consequences of marriage squeeze
in the thee aspects of proportion of lifetime unmarried, age of first marriage, and age difference
between the couples. The analysis turns out that imbalance of sex ratio at birth in recent years
will result in marriage squeeze in near future, but it may not be so severe as exaggerated in mass
media.
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