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1950 2.11 1.55 26. 53 4. 34 1979 1.33 1.19 27.96 2.75
1951 2.18 1.60 26. 91 4.5 1980 1.09 1.00 27.40 2.26
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1953 2.52 1.85 27. 58 5. 1982 1.38 1.28 26. 60 2.86
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A Preliminary Study of China s Negative Population Growth Momentum in the 21st Century

Abstract; China’ s population is at a turning point. By calculating intrinsic rate of naturalincrease over 1950— 2006 this
paper shows that the intrinsic rate turned negative in as early as 1990 despite the positive natural increase rate of Chind
s population. China has been gaining negative population growth momentum as a result of low fertility over the past
decade. Population simulations under different scenarios demonstrate major impact of the negative momentum on Chind

s future size and age structure of population. Policy implications are discussed.
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